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Local Nonprofit Martha’s Table Rolls Out Unprecedented Level of Support for D.C.
Communities Amid Coronavirus Outbreak
WASHINGTON, DC (March 13, 2020) – As D.C. residents brace themselves for financial challenges amid
the COVID-19 outbreak, local nonprofit Martha’s Table is gearing up to roll out an unprecedented level of
support for children and families.
While its education centers will be closed from Tuesday, March 17 through Friday, April 3, educational
content will be delivered to families through digital technologies to help promote at-home learning. During
the three-week period, families with a child enrolled in Martha’s Table’s early education or enrichment
programs will receive a weekly stipend from the organization. Through this effort, Martha’s Table will put
more than $300,000 directly in the hands of local families.
All families with enrolled children will also receive gift cards to grocery stores worth $15/day for the threeweek period. Families will take home urgently needed items for infants and toddlers such as diapers,
wipes, and formula on March 16.
With over 162,000 visits by community members to Martha’s Table’s healthy food markets in 2019, it is
more important than ever that children and families have access to nutrient-rich foods and shelf-stable
items. Martha’s Table will partner with DC Public and Charter Schools, DC Health, and Capital Area Food
Bank to provide students with bags of groceries at designated food access sites in the city. Their
Commons and Maycroft locations will also distribute fresh produce through a pre-bagged pick-up model.
Support for individuals facing housing insecurity is critical as individuals experiencing homelessness are
at high risk for contracting COVID-19, according to the National Alliance to End Homelessness.
Therefore, Martha’s Table’s longest-running program, McKenna’s Wagon, will continue to serve prepackaged meals at two downtown locations every day.
“As always, we remain deeply committed to putting the health, safety, and wellbeing of our children, team,
and community first. It is exactly in times like these that our city needs leaders like Martha’s Table to
stand up and do what is right to support our neighbors, and we are proud to stand alongside our
community in this effort.” - Kim R. Ford, President & CEO, Martha’s Table
The increased services of Martha’s Table in response to the COVID-19 outbreak are made possible in
part by the United Way of the National Capital Area and a local family foundation.
”United Way NCA is proud to join Martha’s Table in supporting families who may be experiencing lost
wages and food insecurity,” said Rosie Allen-Herring, President and CEO, United Way NCA.
“Together, we will ensure that families have access to food and other basic necessities they require. Your
United Way is uniquely positioned to convene resources so that we can make partnerships like this
happen to meet the needs of the community during this time of crisis.”
About Martha’s Table:
Martha’s Table is a local nonprofit organization based in Washington, D.C., with a mission
to support strong children, strong families, and strong communities. Martha’s Table exists
because every child, regardless of zip code, should have the opportunity to thrive. For 40
years, the organization has been working to increase access to quality education, health and
wellness resources, and family supports. For more information and to get involved,
please visit: www.marthastable.org
###

